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DRAFT ONLY

(NB: this is the “real” final version of the draft. What
differs from what was sent and shown during the Prague
Conference is either highlighted in red or crossed)

IATS seeks to address the specific challenges of
Tibetan and Himalayan studies and to be rigorous in
its efforts to create an ethically conscious intellectual
community. It expects Fibetologists researchers to
promote and adhere to the high standards that are
recognized in the many related professional
organizations in humanities and social sciences
throughout the world. In particular, we stress that
IATS does not tolerate any form of harassment,
especially sexual harassment, by or of anyone
involved in Tibetan and Himalayan studies research.
IATS cannot adjudicate all such transgressions in the
tield, apart from behaviour at IATS-sponsored or
related events, on which see IATS Policy on Sexual
Harassment and Sexual Assault. But we do hereby
lay out a set of principles to which we strongly urge
everyone in our field to adhere.

In summary, IATS expects all Tibetologists to strive
to prevent harm to the individuals and groups
involved in Tibetan and Himalayan studies research,
to protect the dignity, rights and welfare of all, and
to scrupulously avoid any misuse of power and
authority. IATS asserts that it is also incumbent upon
Tibetologists to make commitments to further the
intellectual welfare and advancement of research
colleagues and students, and to benefit the local
communities involved in our work as much as
possible. Honesty and transparency about the nature
of research projects, and communication of clear
lines of responsibility and accountability are
extremely important to maintain. We should
promote fairness in the distribution of benefits and
burdens of research, and avoid exploitation of
collaborators, assistants or informants at all times.
Researchers should have detailed knowledge of, and
respect for, local norms of behavior, cultural heritage
and knowledge systems, as well as of the specific
political vulnerabilities of our interlocutors.

Finally, all scholars working in Tibetan and
Himalayan studies are expected to adhere rigorously
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to the professional conduct guidelines of our own
home institutions and/or our funding bodies,
including any principles not articulated in the
present document.

The following “Ten Human Principles” (3#xwag)
describe some of the main kinds of ethical
malpractice to be avoided and virtues to be
cultivated in the field of Tibetan and Himalayan
studies. It is far from comprehensive, and other
issues could certainly be added to this list.

1. SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND ASSAULT

IATS strongly condemns any form of sexual
harassment or assault by or of students, colleagues,
assistants, or research subjects in any context related
totheneademicecareerofthescholar

For definitions of sexual assault and harassment, see
IATS Policy on Sexual Harassment and Sexual
Assault.

2. WITNESSING AND COMPLICITY

Scholars who witness colleagues committing sexual
harassment or assault, or receive or hear reports
from victims or others, are expected to take such
events or reports seriously.

In consultation with the victim, when possible, we
should confront perpetrators, take preventative and
mitigation measures, and report the episode to the
appropriate authorities and/orlaw enforcement.
Scholars who knowingly have or continue to
collaborate with or support confirmed perpetrators
will be considered to be complicit in the abuse itself.

3. POLITICAL VIGILANCE

Itis critical for Tibetologists to be aware of the
variety of political vulnerabilities of Tibetan and
Himalayan colleagues, research subjects, and
informants, as well as institutions as a whole, and to
exercise great care and caution in interactions and
communications with them. Extreme caution must
be taken to avoid harm or risk to local communities,
colleagues, assistants, and informants. This applies
not only to published results of research, but also to
activities and conduct in the field. These situations
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vary widely across the Tibetan plateau and the
Himalayas, but it is crucially important for us to
have detailed knowledge of these complex
situations, to consult with others about possible
repercussions from making friends or visiting certain
individuals or institutions, and all other forms of
contact and collaboration.

4. RESEARCH AND PUBLISHING

Ethics around research and publishing is critical in
Tibetan and Himalayan studies, asitisin all
academic fields. Especially in cases where the
research depends on ethnographic work or
consultation with local Fibetarn experts, the primary
researcher should be sure, as much asis politically
feasible, to make clear to everyone involved the
scope and intent of the project, the venue in which it
will be published, and the means of dissemination.
We Tibetologists have an ethical obligation to
consider the potential impact of both our research
and the dissemination of the results on all who were
directly or indirectly involved. Their right to
anonymity should be respected at all times.

All assistance received in the course of the project
must be credited in the final published product.
Tibetologists should give dual author attribution to
any individual who played a major role in the work
of translating or writing. Appropriate monetary and
other sorts of remuneration should be shared fairly
and transparently with all local actors who aided the
research, in accordance with their roles.

5. ACADEMIC FREEDOM

IATS recognizes the considerable threats to the
academic freedom of Tibetologists. It is committed to
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the principles of academic freedom as defined by
UNESCO: “the right, without constriction by
prescribed doctrine, to freedom of teaching and
discussion, freedom in carrying out research and
disseminating and publishing the results thereof,
freedom to express freely [our] opinion about the
institution or system in which [we] work, freedom
from institutional censorship and freedom to
participate in professional or representative
academic bodies.” IATS recognises that colleagues in
certain political jurisdictions may not always be able
to adhere to the standards of academic freedom for
security reasons, and expresses its sympathy
unreservedly, but the principles should stand
undiluted nonetheless.

6. CULTURAL TREASURES

Tibetologists must always keep in mind that the
cultural treasures held in monasteries, villages and
private homes belong to those local people and
institutions, not anyone else. Original rightful
“ownership” may be a complex matter and difficult
to pin down, but that does not absolve Tibetologists
from maintaining high ethical standards and
responsibility to take the utmost care when accessing
important books and other cultural treasures.

The use of such treasures for research purposes
should be made known explicitly to the appropriate
care-takers. Photographs or translations or other
kinds of reproduction should not be made without
full permission of the local stake-holders.

Never take anything in this category back to your
home country without full consideration and explicit
permission. In all but the most exceptional and
carefully considered cases, manuscripts, blockprints,
paintings, documents, and articles of material
culture must stay in their original places and with
their original owners as much as that is possible to
ascertain.

7. BEHAVIOUR IN THE FIELD

Tibetologists are expected to maintain awareness
and respect for behavioral norms and cultural
expectations in the field. We must respect and
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observe local etiquette and appropriate bodily
conduct and position with respect to both sacred and
profane spaces.

Likewise, speech should be respectful and observe
local norms on the use or not of honorifics,
appropriate names, epithets, and titles, etc. Speeiat

8. ABUSE OF POWER

Unequal power relations should not be used to
exploit our students or junior colleagues to reinforce
or propagate our own ideological or activist
positions. Beware of advancing/pressuring positions
that our students might repeat in other contexts and
that might put them in jeopardy. Itisalso
paramount that Tibetologists avoid weaponizing
local voices in order to further our own academic
and ideological interests. This is especially
important in light of the Tibetan and Himalayan
cultural norm of idealizing one’s own teacher, which
may place local Fibetarn students in the dilemma of
having to choose between articulating their own
conscience, and subordinating themselves to their
teachers’ interests and positions.

9. DECOLONIZING KNOWLEDGE

Tibet scholars should be committed to the ethics of
decolonizing knowledge production on Tibet and
Fibetans the Himalayas. Both Western-centrism and
Sino-centrism should be challenged in Tibetology.
This requires recognising and challenging the
hegemony of Western and Chinese knowledge
systems in studying all aspects of Tibetan and
Himalayan studies. Tibetologists should strive to
apply concepts, theories, and methodologies
contained in the treasury of Tibetan intellectual
traditions to explicate Tibet-related puzzles and
problems as much as possible. At the least, we
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should make conscious efforts to generate fruitful
dialogue and synthesis between Tibetan and non-
Tibetan epistemologies and methodologies to
produce frameworks for studying Tibetan and even
non-Tibetan topics.

Decolonisation also requires Tibetologists to be
committed to the professional advancement and
intellectual welfare of our Tibetan and Himalayan
informants, research assistants and colleagues,
particularly of Tibetan and Himalayan women and
other marginalised groups. We should recognise
and work to rectify the various hierarchies and
inequalities, including in knowledge production and
exchange, that persist in the encounter between
Tibetans and non-Tibetans, be it sexual, economic,
cultural, political or ideological. Tibetologists and
Tibetan and Himalayan studies centres should strive
toinclude and advance Tibetan and Himalayan
expertise and scholarship in all academic endeavors,
from student and faculty recruitment, to program
leadership, participation in research projects,
publications, and academic events.

We should always make efforts to include Tibetan
and Himalayan contributions in workshops, panels,
and conferences, publications and citations, and
course reading lists. In short, Tibetans and
Himalayans and their cultural resources should be
treated as legitimate sources and creators of
knowledge rather than as mere objects of study.

10. REPAYING DEBTS AND BRINGING
BENEFITS

We Tibetologists should recognize our debt to the
societies in which we work and cultural treasures
that we study, and should acknowledge an
obligation to reciprocate in appropriate ways.

This means developing research projects that have
meaning and purpose within Tibetan and
Himalayan communities, and, where politically
possible, communicating research findings not only
in the English language but also in the language of
our interlocutors, namely Tibetan. Tibetologists
should also consider what Tibetan and Himalayan
communities would like to learn from researchers,
just as the researcher gains important knowledge
from community members and cultural treasures. As
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much as possible, research should benefit Tibetan ggm'@l‘i\!’qm'RR’S@&N'&Rﬂamqq‘ﬁm'gz'gqm'qrgxn@g'
communities. Tibetologists should have qwgm*qgmﬁqgm*&rgﬁﬁm]

accountability to the people whose lives and cultures
we study. These aims can be achieved through
constant conversation and attention to the interests,
needs, concerns and aspirations of Tibetan and
Himalayan communities, in all stages of the research
process.
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IATS seeks to address the specific challenges of Tibetan and Himalayan studies and to be
rigorous in its efforts to create an ethically conscious intellectual community. It expects
Tibetologists researchers to promote and adhere to the high standards that are recognized in the
many related professional organizations in humanities and social sciences throughout the
world. In particular, we stress that IATS does not tolerate any form of harassment, especially
sexual harassment, by or of anyone involved in Tibetan and Himalayan studies research. IATS
cannot adjudicate all such transgressions in the field, apart from behaviour at IATS-sponsored
or related events, on which see IATS Policy on Sexual Harassment and Sexual Assault. But we
do hereby lay out a set of principles to which we strongly urge everyone in our field to adhere.

In summary, IATS expects all Tibetologists to strive to prevent harm to the individuals and
groups involved in Tibetan and Himalayan studies research, to protect the dignity, rights and
welfare of all, and to scrupulously avoid any misuse of power and authority. IATS asserts that it
is also incumbent upon Tibetologists to make commitments to further the intellectual welfare
and advancement of research colleagues and students, and to benefit the local communities
involved in our work as much as possible. Honesty and transparency about the nature of
research projects, and communication of clear lines of responsibility and accountability are
extremely important to maintain. We should promote fairness in the distribution of benefits and
burdens of research, and avoid exploitation of collaborators, assistants or informants at all times.
Researchers should have detailed knowledge of, and respect for, local norms of behavior,
cultural heritage and knowledge systems, as well as of the specific political vulnerabilities of our
interlocutors.

Finally, all scholars working in Tibetan and Himalayan studies are expected to adhere
rigorously to the professional conduct guidelines of our own home institutions and/or our
funding bodies, including any principles not articulated in the present document.

The following “Ten Human Principles” (3#w=g) describe some of the main kinds of ethical

malpractice to be avoided and virtues to be cultivated in the field of Tibetan and Himalayan
studies. It is far from comprehensive, and other issues could certainly be added to this list.

1. SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND ASSAULT

IATS strongly condemns any form of sexual harassment or assault by or of students, colleagues,
assistants, or research subjects in any context related-to-the-academiccareer-of the scholax-

For definitions of sexual assault and harassment, see IATS Policy on Sexual Harassment and
Sexual Assault.

2. WITNESSING AND COMPLICITY



Scholars who witness colleagues committing sexual harassment or assault, or receive or hear
reports from victims or others, are expected to take such events or reports seriously.

In consultation with the victim, when possible, we should confront perpetrators, take
preventative and mitigation measures, and report the episode to the appropriate authorities
and/or law enforcement.

Scholars who knowingly have or continue to collaborate with or support confirmed perpetrators
will be considered to be complicit in the abuse itself.

3. POLITICAL VIGILANCE

It is critical for Tibetologists to be aware of the variety of political vulnerabilities of Tibetan and
Himalayan colleagues, research subjects, and informants, as well as institutions as a whole, and
to exercise great care and caution in interactions and communications with them. Extreme
caution must be taken to avoid harm or risk to local communities, colleagues, assistants, and
informants. This applies not only to published results of research, but also to activities and
conduct in the field. These situations vary widely across the Tibetan plateau and the Himalayas,
but it is crucially important for us to have detailed knowledge of these complex situations, to
consult with others about possible repercussions from making friends or visiting certain
individuals or institutions, and all other forms of contact and collaboration.

4. RESEARCH AND PUBLISHING

Ethics around research and publishing is critical in Tibetan and Himalayan studies, asitisin all
academic fields. Especially in cases where the research depends on ethnographic work or
consultation with local Fibetar experts, the primary researcher should be sure, as much asis
politically feasible, to make clear to everyone involved the scope and intent of the project, the
venue in which it will be published, and the means of dissemination.

We Tibetologists have an ethical obligation to consider the potential impact of both our research
and the dissemination of the results on all who were directly or indirectly involved. Their right
to anonymity should be respected at all times.

All assistance received in the course of the project must be credited in the final published
product. Tibetologists should give dual author attribution to any individual who played a major
role in the work of translating or writing. Appropriate monetary and other sorts of
remuneration should be shared fairly and transparently with all local actors who aided the
research, in accordance with their roles.

5. ACADEMIC FREEDOM




IATS recognizes the considerable threats to the academic freedom of Tibetologists. It is
committed to the principles of academic freedom as defined by UNESCO: ‘the right, without
constriction by prescribed doctrine, to freedom of teaching and discussion, freedom in carrying
out research and disseminating and publishing the results thereof, freedom to express freely
[our] opinion about the institution or system in which [we] work, freedom from institutional
censorship and freedom to participate in professional or representative academic bodies.” IATS
recognises that colleagues in certain political jurisdictions may not always be able to adhere to
the standards of academic freedom for security reasons, and expresses its sympathy
unreservedly, but the principles should stand undiluted nonetheless.

6. CULTURAL TREASURES

Tibetologists must always keep in mind that the cultural treasures held in monasteries, villages
and private homes belong to those local people and institutions, not anyone else. Original
rightful “ownership” may be a complex matter and difficult to pin down, but that does not
absolve Tibetologists from maintaining high ethical standards and responsibility to take the
utmost care when accessing important books and other cultural treasures.

The use of such treasures for research purposes should be made known explicitly to the
appropriate care-takers. Photographs or translations or other kinds of reproduction should not
be made without full permission of the local stake-holders.

Never take anything in this category back to your home country without full consideration and
explicit permission. In all but the most exceptional and carefully considered cases, manuscripts,
blockprints, paintings, documents, and articles of material culture must stay in their original
places and with their original owners as much as that is possible to ascertain.

7. BEHAVIOUR IN THE FIELD

Tibetologists are expected to maintain awareness and respect for behavioral norms and cultural
expectations in the field. We must respect and observe local etiquette and appropriate bodily
conduct and position with respect to both sacred and profane spaces.

7

Likewise, speech should be respectful and observe local norms on the use or not of honorifics,

appropriate names, epithets, and titles, etc. Specialocal practicesand-enlturalrulesareinplace



8. ABUSE OF POWER

Unequal power relations should not be used to exploit our students or junior colleagues to
reinforce or propagate our own ideological or activist positions. Beware of
advancing/pressuring positions that our students might repeat in other contexts and that might
put them in jeopardy. Itis also paramount that Tibetologists avoid weaponizing local voices in
order to further our own academic and ideological interests. This is especially important in light
of the Tibetan and Himalayan cultural norm of idealizing one’s own teacher, which may place
local FHibetan students in the dilemma of having to choose between articulating their own
conscience, and subordinating themselves to their teachers’ interests and positions.

9. DECOLONIZING KNOWLEDGE

Tibet scholars should be committed to the ethics of decolonizing knowledge production on Tibet
and Fibetans the Himalayas. Both Western-centrism and Sino-centrism should be challenged in
Tibetology.

This requires recognising and challenging the hegemony of Western and Chinese knowledge
systems in studying all aspects of Tibetan and Himalayan studies. Tibetologists should strive to
apply concepts, theories, and methodologies contained in the treasury of Tibetan intellectual
traditions to explicate Tibet-related puzzles and problems as much as possible. At the least, we
should make conscious efforts to generate fruitful dialogue and synthesis between Tibetan and
non-Tibetan epistemologies and methodologies to produce frameworks for studying Tibetan
and even non-Tibetan topics.

Decolonisation also requires Tibetologists to be committed to the professional advancement and
intellectual welfare of our Tibetan and Himalayan informants, research assistants and
colleagues, particularly of Tibetan and Himalayan women and other marginalised groups. We
should recognise and work to rectify the various hierarchies and inequalities, including in
knowledge production and exchange, that persist in the encounter between Tibetans and non-
Tibetans, be it sexual, economic, cultural, political or ideological. Tibetologists and Tibetan and
Himalayan studies centres should strive to include and advance Tibetan and Himalayan
expertise and scholarship in all academic endeavors, from student and faculty recruitment, to
program leadership, participation in research projects, publications, and academicevents.

We should always make efforts to include Tibetan and Himalayan contributions in workshops,
panels, and conferences, publications and citations, and course reading lists. In short, Tibetans
and Himalayans and their cultural resources should be treated aslegitimate sources and
creators of knowledge rather than as mere objects of study.

10. REPAYING DEBTS AND BRINGING BENEFITS

We Tibetologists should recognize our debt to the societies in which we work and cultural
treasures that we study, and should acknowledge an obligation to reciprocate in appropriate
ways.

This means developing research projects that have meaning and purpose within Tibetan and
Himalayan communities, and, where politically possible, communicating research findings not



only in the English language but also in the language of our interlocutors, namely

Tibetan. Tibetologists should also consider what Tibetan and Himalayan communities would
like to learn from researchers, just as the researcher gains important knowledge from
community members and cultural treasures. As much as possible, research should benefit
Tibetan communities. Tibetologists should have accountability to the people whose lives and
cultures we study. These aims can be achieved through constant conversation and attention to
the interests, needs, concerns and aspirations of Tibetan and Himalayan communities, in all
stages of the research process.
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